Intravenous immunoglobulin G therapy: effects of acute and chronic treatment in multiple sclerosis.
High dose intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIG) exerts several effects on the immune system that could have a beneficial influence on the disease processes in multiple sclerosis (MS). IVIG may be useful in treatment of acute exacerbations, in prevention of new relapses, and in promotion of remyelination. Presently, the clinical evidence of effect of IVIG in MS is based on the results of small open trials, some of which, however, have been encouraging. Confirmation of a beneficial effect of IVIG must await the results of placebo-controlled, double-blind trials currently ongoing in several centers. If effective, IVIG administration would be a valuable supplement to the existing treatment of MS.